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 Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Year 7  
DRAMA 
 
 
 

Introduction to drama 
Christmas performance 

 
 

 

Macbeth 
 

 
 

 

Summer showcase- Puppetry 
 

 
 

 

Cross Cluster 
thematic link 

Anti-bullying – To develop an understanding of 
what bullying is and how we can show 
kindness to others. 

Culture – To explore local theatres and 
discover performing arts within their local city.  

Share – To create and communicate a personal response to share 
with others.  

What learners 
should know? 

 
Basic drama techniques  
 
Using scripts  
 
Using dramatic techniques to bring a character to life 
 
Performing to an audience 

 
Working with others 
 
Using communication to create a piece  
 
Using dramatic techniques to create a 
character  
 
How to perform on a stage 

 
Observe performances 
 
Identify what makes a good performance 
 
Use skills learned to improve performance  
 
Be able to self-evaluate their work 
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What skills they 
are developing 

 
Pupils to participate in drama activities  
 
Pupils will develop the use of speaking and 
listening skills 
 
Pupils will develop use of facial expressions 
and body language 
 
Pupils will develop confidence through 
performing to an audience  
 

 
Pupils to participate in drama activities  
 
Pupils will develop the use of speaking and 
listening skills whilst performing and in the 
audience. 
 
Pupils will develop use of facial expressions, 
body language and movement. 
 
Pupils will develop confidence through 
performing to an audience  
 
Pupils will devise their own poem and work in 
small groups to create a performance. 

 

 
Pupils to participate in drama activities  
 
Pupils will develop the use of speaking and listening skills whilst 
performing and in the audience. 
 
Pupils will develop use of facial expressions, body language and 
movement to develop characters. 
 
Pupils will develop confidence through performing to an audience  
 
Pupils will learn about puppetry and create their own puppet. 
 
Pupils will devise their own puppet piece and work in small groups 
to create a performance. 
 
Pupils will evaluate their performance. 
 

Why are they 
studying this 
now? How does 
it build on prior 
knowledge? 

An introduction of year 7 to drama lessons, 
focusing on behaviours for learning, team work 
and positive attitudes. Pupils are introduced to 
a range of drama games and basic drama skills.  
This will give pupils the opportunity to interact 
with others and communicate through play. 
 
All pupils are given the opportunity to take 
part in a Christmas performance on stage to an 
audience. 
 
 

Pupils are introduced to Shakespeare’s world 
through immersion in character’s and the 
world of the witches.  
 
This will give pupils the opportunity to be 
creative and have ownership over their own 
work.  
 
Group work requires students to express and 
articulate their ideas, ask questions and 
respond to the ideas of others.  
 
Pupils will use the skills they have learned the 
previous term to develop their acting 
techniques and devise a short piece.  
 
 
 

Pupils are introduced to different forms of puppetry through the 
history of puppets and through designing and making their own 
puppets to put on a show. 
 
Group work requires students to express and articulate their ideas, 
ask questions and respond to the ideas of others.  
 
Pupils will use skills acquired to develop a character for their puppet 
and devise a short piece to perform to an audience.  
 
Practical drama can also provide the context for students to improve 
their written communication skills, whether that is in creating their 
own dialogue, scripts or a written creative response to the practical 
work undertaken 
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Year 8 
DRAMA 
 
Cluster Crossover 
linked to NC: 
 
 
-have opportunities to 
improvise, devise and 
script drama for one 
another and a range of 
audiences, as well as to 
rehearse, refine, share 
and respond 
thoughtfully to drama 
and theatre 
performances 
 

 

Introduction to drama- Developing skills 
Christmas performance 

 

 
 
. 

 

Beauty and the Beast 
 
 

 

Summer showcase- Filming in the local environment 
. 

 

Cross Cluster 
thematic link 

Anti-bullying – To develop an understanding of 
what bullying is and how we can show 

kindness to others. 

Culture – To explore local theatres and 
discover performing arts within their local city. 

Share – To create and communicate a personal response to share 
with others. 

What learners 
should know? 

 
A range of drama techniques  
 
Using scripts to tell a story 
 
Using dramatic techniques to bring a characters to 
life 
 
Performing to an audience 

 
Working with others 
 
Using communication to create a piece  
 
Using dramatic techniques to create a 
character  
 
How to perform on a stage 

 

Observe and evaluate performances 
 
Identify what makes a good performance 
 
Use skills learned to improve performance  
 
To use editing software to create a movie trailer  
 
Be able to self-evaluate their work 
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What skills they 
are developing 

Pupils to participate in drama activities  
 
Pupils will develop the use of speaking and 
listening skills whilst performing and in the 
audience. 
 
Pupils will develop use of facial expressions, 
body language and movement to develop 
characters. 
 
Pupils will develop confidence through 
performing to an audience  

 

Pupils to participate in drama activities  
 
Pupils will develop the use of speaking and 
listening skills whilst performing and in the 
audience. 
 
Pupils will develop use of facial expressions, 
body language and movement to develop 
characters. 
 
Pupils will develop confidence through 
performing to an audience  
 
Pupils will look at how tone and pitch is used 
to create atmosphere in Beauty and the Beast. 
 
Pupils will devise their own puppet piece and 
work in small groups to create a performance. 
 
Pupils to self-evaluate their performance 
 

 

Pupils to participate in drama activities  
 
Pupils will develop the use of speaking and listening skills whilst 
performing and in the audience. 
 
Pupils will develop use of facial expressions, body language and 
movement to develop characters. 
 
Pupils will develop confidence through performing to an audience  
 
Pupils will analyse movie trailers and determine what makes a 
gripping trailer. 
 
Pupils will devise their own trailer. 
 
Pupils will use tone and pitch to create atmosphere within their 
performance. 
 
Pupils will use moviemaker to edit their trailer. 
 
Pupils will evaluate their performance and implement 
improvements. 
 

 

Why are they 
studying this 
now? How does 
it build on prior 
knowledge? 

Pupils are re-introduced to a range of drama 
games and basic drama skills.  
This will give pupils the opportunity to interact 
with others and communicate through play. 

 
Practical performance-based drama is all about 
communicating with an audience through 
stories, ideas and characters. By performing a 
text, students learn not only to remember and 
recite their lines, but also to interpret what a 
character says and the way in which those 
words might be spoken in order to convey 
layers of meaning. 
 

Pupils will use the skills they have learned the 
previous term to develop their acting 
techniques and devise a short piece from 
Beauty and the Beast  
 
There will be a focus on developing vocal 
communication skills such as pace, pitch and 
tone in conveying meaning and emotion.  
 
Students will consider a character's physicality, 
their non-verbal communication, the way a 
character moves, their gestures and facial 
expressions.  

 

Pupils will learn how to create and build an atmosphere that can be 
communicated without words. Pupils will use gibberish and create 
soundscapes 

 
Group work requires students to express and articulate their ideas, 
ask questions and respond to the ideas of others.  
 
Practical drama can also provide the context for students to improve 
their written communication skills, whether that is in creating their 
own dialogue, scripts or a written creative response to the practical 
work undertaken.  
 
Pupils will look at how they can use pitch and tone to create 
atmosphere. 
 



Arts Curriculum 2022-2023 

All pupils are given the opportunity to take 
part in a Christmas performance on stage to an 
audience. 

 

Group work requires students to express and 
articulate their ideas, ask questions and 
respond to the ideas of others.  

 

Pupils will use skills acquired to develop a character for their trailer 
and devise a short piece to perform, film and edit.  
 

 

 
Cluster Crossover 
linked to NC: 
 
 
 • play and perform 
confidently in a range of 
solo and ensemble 
contexts using their 
voice, playing 
instruments musically, 
fluently and with 
accuracy and 
expression, 
 
 • improvise and 
compose; and extend 
and develop musical 
ideas by drawing on a 
range of musical 
structures, styles, genres 
and traditions, 
 
 • use staff and other 
relevant notations 
appropriately and 
accurately in a range of 
musical styles, genres 
and traditions,  
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• identify and use the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music expressively 
and with increasing 
sophistication, including 
use of tonalities, 
different types of scales 
and other musical 
devices,  
 
• listen with increasing 
discrimination to a wide 
range of music from 
great composers and 
musicians,  
 
• develop a deepening 
understanding of the 
music that they perform 
and to which they listen, 
and its history. 

 

 

 

 


